Leon County Research & Development Authority

Origin
The Leon County Research & Development Authority (LCRDA) is a State Special District authorized under Florida Statutes and established by Leon County Ordinance.
All Research and Development Authorities in Florida were created to:
· Support accredited colleges and universities
· Advance scientific research and innovation
· Develop research parks and related facilities
· Strengthen local economic growth and diversification

Purpose
The purpose of LCRDA is the development of an R&D park on lands within Leon County and to perform all related functions including promoting scientific research and development, advancing technology, and enhancing the economic growth of Leon County  in collaboration with FSU, FAMU, TSC, Local, State, and Federal Government.

Innovation Park Creation
In 1978, the State of Florida, Leon County, and FSU transferred 208 acres of farmland and pasture to LCRDA to create a major hub for research and economic development: Innovation Park
· 1978–1981: Formation and statutory organization of LCRDA
· 1991: Initial transfer of parcels back to Universities (24 acres)
· 1997: Addition of 12-acre Roberts Road outparcel
· 2013-2016: Next transfer of parcels back to Universities (95 acres)
· 2026: Final transfer of parcels (100 acres)

Major Milestones / Key Economic Drivers
· 1992: National High Magnetic Field Laboratory
The largest and highest powered magnet lab in the world 
· 2017–2024: Danfoss Opening and Expansions
North America headquarters for advanced manufacturing and engineering innovation
· 2025: IGNITE 
A next-generation hub for entrepreneurship and technology commercialization

Present Day Innovation Park (2026)
· 1.4 million square feet developed across 19 buildings
· 82 acres of undeveloped land  
· Employment: Supporting a significant and constantly growing workforce

The Park is the center point of multiple specialized Centers of Excellence concentrated in:
· 
· Energy & power systems
· Aerospace & propulsion
· Materials & magnetics
· Climate & environmental science
· Advanced engineering & manufacturing

These centers are deeply integrated with FSU, FAMU, and industry, making Innovation Park a major research and commercialization regional engine including IRCB, HPMI, CePAST, CAPS, CoE, AME, ASC, COAPS, FCAAP, NWRDC.

Summary ~ LCRDA Overall Impact on Leon County 1978 - 2026
LCRDA and Innovation Park:
· Expanded the county’s economic base and attracted high-value industries and talent
· Supported research, commercialization, and innovation
· Strengthened integration between academia, government, and private sector

